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Elevating Ethic Literacy of Medical
Undergraduates — Taking the Course of “Romance
of the Three Kingdoms” as an Example

Der-Yan Han

Associate Professor, Section of Liberal Arts, Center for General Education, Taipei Medical University

Abstract

Medical context becomes more and more complicated in recent years, and the
relationships between physicians and patients are with a lot of tensions. Ethic literacy
is emphasized in medical universities, and it is worth exploring how to improve basic
ethics through general education course. Depicted stories of loyalty, filial piety,
chastity, and righteousness, Romance of the Three Kingdoms could be major
material to elevate ethic literacy. However, it lacks exploration to evaluate the
effectiveness on how to improve undergraduates’ ethical literacy. The lecturer, as a
facilitator in the class, initiated students to discuss ethic issues through stories to
realize the essential attitude of interpersonal relationship, and modern life and
medical ethic situations were also discussed in advance to get more self-awareness,
learn how to solve problems, and familiarize with critical thinking through writing
reflection journal. The present study was based on the classic reading course at
TaipeiMedicalUniversity during 2013 autumn semester, and the reflection journals of
17 weeks from 37 students, the self-rating learning questionnaire, and teaching
performance rating executed by Office of Academic Affairs were analyzed to
evaluate the effectiveness on elevating ethical literacy. Results showed 5 aspects of
ethic literacy elevating: 1. To learn good virtue; 2. To criticize mistakes; 3. To
differentiate and contemplate dilemma situations; 4. To elevate personal moral level;
5. To put morality into action. Quantitative data showed that two self-rating items
related to ethics literacy were low instead. In general, the averages of the 20 items of
self-rating learning questionnaire were above 4.32, and the teaching performance
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rating on learning effectiveness rated by students themselves were above 4.58, so
that the overall improvement was approved. In the future, the element of peer
interactions could be added, and the ethical literacy should become the main goal of
the course. By adapting assessment tools with better reliability and validity tested
before and after the course, the elevating of ethical literacy would be further affirmed.

Keywords: Classic reading, Ethic literacy, Medical education,
Reflective journal, Romance of the Three Kingdoms
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Abstract

The present concept of modern medicine and the environment of medical
treatment have great restrictions and impact by the law. It is also the same to the
development of Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM). In recognition of medical
personal’s qualification, the establishment of medical institutions and application of
medical insurance etc., they all are connected with law. Therefore, this article
attempts to review the relevant legal studies in modern and contemporary TCM,
which will serve as the basis for further study of this subject. There have been many
articles in discussing problems related to legal system, physician-patient relationship
and medical lawsuit in ancient time. But further study to the relation between modern
and contemporary TCM and law, has not been reached. Only in the statement of
inter-relationship between TCM and politics, the process of law making in TCM has
been mentioned. In the field of modern medical law, the direction of study has been
changed from establishment of medical law to analysis of medical responsibility and
medical lawsuit, and gradually to realize the specialty of medical law in TCM. Yet,
overall examination to the origin, changes and influence of medical law in modern
and contemporary TCM hasn’t been made. From above points, the writers of this
article consider the subject of how the influence of law to TCM is still a blank in
academic area. It is necessary to study deeply the aspects of thought of law, law
making and practice in modern and contemporary TCM, and to compare with
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western medical law, and with the hope to provide reference of historical experience
for completing legal system of TCM.
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